Los Adjetivos

—Adjectives are words that describe nouns. Ex. Color, size, shape, personality traits
—Adjectives must agree in number and in gender with the noun they modify. Either masculine or feminine and either singular or plural.

    Ex. El muchacho alto     la muchacha alta    los muchachos altos      las muchachas altas 
—An adjective ending in “-e” is gender neutral and can be used with both masculine and feminine nouns. However, you must make it match in either singular or plural forms.

—Descriptive adjectives are placed after the noun they modify.

Common Adjectives:

Alto/a- tall

Antipático/a- unpleasant, mean

interesante-interesting

Bajo/a- short




joven- young



Bonito/a- pretty



malo/a- bad

Bueno/a- good




mismo/a- same

Delgado/a- thin



moreno/a- brunette

Difícil- hard, difficult



mucho/a- much, many, a lot of

Fácil- easy




pelirojo/a- red-haired

Feo/a- ugly




pequeño/a- small

Gordo/a- fat




rubio/a- blond

Grande- large




simpático/a- nice

Guapo/a- handsome



tonto/a- silly, foolish

Importante- important



trabajador/a- hard-working

Inteligente- intelligent



viejo/a- old

Debil- weak




flaco-skinny

Fuerte-stong




serio-serious

Cómico-funny




largo- long in length

Corto- short in length



perezoso/a- lazy

Rico/a-rich




pobre-poor

Aburrido/a- boring



divertido/a- fun

Adjectives of nationality:

Alemán, alemana- German


japonés, japonesa- Japanese

canadiense- Canadian



inglés, inglesa- English

chino/a-Chinese



italiano/a- Italian

ecuatoriano/a- Ecuadorian


mexicano/a- Mexican

español/a- Spanish



norteamericano/a- North American

francés, francesa- French


ruso/a- Russian

africano/a- African



hondureño/a- Honduran

nicaragüense- Nicaraguan


puertorriqueño/a- Puerto Rican

—Adjectives are often used with the verb ser to describe people or things.

Ej. Yo soy baja.      Ella es trabajadora.          Nosotros somos cómicos.

Remember to make your adjective agree with the person being described in both number and gender.

Ejemplo: Ella es una muchacha bonita.  Ellas son muchachas bonitas.

      El es un muchacho bonito.
Ellos son muchachos bonitos. 

—Unlike descriptive adj., adjectives of number or quantity are placed before the noun.

Hay muchos libros en la biblioteca.

Hablo con dos turistas puertorriqueños.

—Bueno/a and malo/a can be placed before or after the noun. When placed before the masculine singular noun, the forms are shortened: bueno- buen,   malo- mal

Hoy es un mal día.                            Hoy es un día malo.
—When grande appears before a singular noun, it is shortened to gran, and the meaning of the word changes: gran= great    and   grande= big, large

